
It’s nice to know that all your hard work in the 

garden or on the allotment is appreciated but 

somewhat distressing to find that your main 

supporters are garden pests.   

Commercially produced chemical pesticides 

can contain substances which are not only 

harmful to insects but also to human health.  

An alternative is to use homemade pesticides 

made from natural ingredients to repel 

unwanted creatures. The key to repelling 

pests naturally is to use something, which to 

them, has an appalling taste or smell.  

To make homemade garlic spray, combine 3 

large cloves of crushed garlic with 1 

tablespoon of vegetable oil and leave to soak 

overnight. Add 1 teaspoon of liquid soap to 1 

litre of water. Strain the garlic mixture and 

add to the water. Spray plants regularly for 

maximum effect. This is an effective repellent 

that will also kill some soft-bodied insects. 

Homemade sprays should be used selectively 

on infected plants. Any spray that repels or 

kills unwanted insects will also harm insects 

that are beneficial to the garden. For best 

effect, spray early in the morning or just 

before dark and re-apply after rain. 

Slugs and snails can be kept away from plants 

by a variety of means. Ground up egg shell 

sprinkled around plants 

should prevent them from 

being eaten by slugs.  Iron 

phosphate pellets keep 

slugs and snails away and are non-toxic to 

other creatures. Also, wood ash sprinkled 

liberally over the soil helps to keep slugs away. 

Companion planting is another approach to 

pest control. The strong scent of French 

marigolds planted amongst vegetables is said 

to cover the smell of the surrounding plants 

and prevent pests from locating them!  

Planting sage or leeks with carrots is beneficial 

for both, as each drives away the pests of the 

other. Garlic planted among roses has a 

similar effect to the garlic spray used to deter 

aphids. 

Another natural way of controlling pests is to 

encourage the enemies of the unwanted pests 

into the garden. For example, planting 

alyssum, yarrow, dill or fennel attracts insects 

that feed on aphids. 

Of course, unwanted pests, such as aphids, 

slugs and snails, can always be removed by 

hand. 
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